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  Springtime in Paris 
  So much seems to have happened since our trip that memories are fading fast. Here are a few flashbacks.  

2
nd

 May,  5 am,  there was a buzz of excitement as our coach driver Neil stowed the bagsé. after a quick run to 

Folkestone Neil demonstrated his driving skills as he neatly positioned the coach in the rail car with half an inch 

to spare é. into France, brilliant sunshine, a motorway stop for refreshments but whatôs this? é shock horror 

on Rosemaryôs face as the checkout girl removed the wine from her tray (only allowed if you take a full meal, we 

discovered)é on to Paris é the Ring Road has lots of tunnels and Neilôs satnav gave upé eventually we found 

the Holiday Inn Vélizy é nice rooms, tea/coffee! weird TV programmes, got spruced upé.  a drink in the bar, 

ouch! (lots of Euros), attractive restaurant, excellent dinner, morale high.  Next day to Giverny é Monetôs 

Garden surpassed expectations, no wonder he was inspired to paint those glorious reflections, we explored the 

house (and the shop!)... unfortunately no time to see the village and nearby Vernon as we had an evening date in 

Montmartre.  A nightmare drive for Neil and horrendous parking (it was Bank Holiday and there were ten 

million tourists), some of us made it to the Sacr® Cîur, others settled for a caf®.  Sunday to Versailles, scorching 

sunshine é while Neil took the coach off to get its air system fixed, David and Barry grappled with officialdom 

to organise entry to the Palace and Gardens é at last  success é. inside a tide of humanity but the scale and 

splendour was stunning.  Into the gardens which went on for ever é oh for a seat, a drink and a loo but all were 

in desperately short supply.  Just as the 

fountain show started, we had to leave é.  

back in the coach we laughed as we shared 

experiences.  Early check out Monday 

(after another fabulous breakfast) enlivened 

by a nighty / pyjama encounter between 

Carol and Barry on the 3
rd

 floor, intent on 

delivering early morning callsé.well  

thatôs their story anyway!  Then the return 

journey via Santa Flora Castle in Belgium 

for some last minute shopping before the 

Chunnel and home.  As we approached 

Lowestoft, David and Rosemary were 

presented with a replica Monet print as a 

thankyou for their hard work while Neil 

received a donation from everyone.          

All in all, a fun weekend, full of incident 

(and disasters!), great company, and some 

marvellous memories.                           

 Canôt wait for the next trip! 
 

 Wells and Walsingham    Thursday 4th September 
  And this is the next trip!  The bad news, for those that havenôt booked, is that the coach is already full 

and there is a small waiting list for unavoidable cancellations.  Perhaps this one does not have the excitement of 

foreign parts, but the peace and serenity of Wells-next-the-Sea and Walsingham, with the prospect of a steam 

hauled train ride in between, is just as inviting.  Participants have already submitted their booking forms, with 

their lunch choices at the Ark Royal pub, and are reminded that the full payment of £25 per person should have 

been passed to Ray Adcock or Brian Channing by 30
th
 June. Cheques are best, made payable to GWCP please. 

 

 Foxburrow Wood 
  Hereôs some more good news.  Perseverance has paid off and we have now received written approval 

from both landowners involved, Mr Roy Tubby and Waveney District Council, confirming that GWCP can 

resume work in Foxburrow Wood as and when circumstances permit. We needed this formal authority to protect 

our insurance cover.  GWCP are not taking Management responsibility and any issues regarding trees 

overhanging neighbouring properties will continue to be the concern of the relevant landowner.  It is hoped to 

start work in October, probably on Saturday mornings. Which parts of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust Management 

Plan we are able to tackle will depend on how much support we get.  Much can be done to improve this wood.  
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