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The Church Field    
 Normally at this time of the year we like to write a cheerful Newsletter looking forward to Christmas 

and a bright future for the Group in 2009.  But, unfortunately, this year we are faced with a worrying problem 

which may have serious consequences.  On 14
th
 November, the Council posted a notice by the gate to the Church 

Field stating that this was now a “Preferred Site for Future Development”.  The Lowestoft and Yarmouth Rugby 

Club wish to relocate from their existing facilities off Old Lane (which could then be developed for housing) to a 

larger and improved facility elsewhere. Out of five possible sites identified by the Club, the Council have 

selected two, (a) the Church Field and (b) land to the West of Corton, to the North of Corton Long Lane.   

 We have informed the Council of our extreme concern over their action for these reasons:- 

-  No prior warning was given either to ourselves or to Gunton St Peter’s Church who are trustees of the land. 

-  No opportunity was given for us to make representations of the impact on Gunton Wood Local Nature Reserve 

-  Only a very limited period, (until 12
th
 January 2009) has been allowed for comments from the public. Because 

   of Christmas and New Year this leaves very little time to assess properly GWCP and local residents’ views. 

 The Council’s notice refers to rugby pitches, club facilities and other sports provision and their 

Development Plan Documents published on 17
th
 November do not give much more 

detail. They say that this must wait until the Planning Application stage.  We believe 

that this is too late since, by then, a decision will have been made regarding the 

choice of site.  Fortunately, we have been able to obtain a “wish list” of the facilities 

that the Rugby Club has in mind.  It includes … 4 full size and 2 small pitches, 

floodlighting, parking for 200 cars and coaches, a club house with covered stand, 

tennis and racquets, cricket square and pavilion and an athletics track.      

 We think that the words integrated sports complex would be a fairer description. 

 We want to stress that we are not against such a facility; indeed it is 

desperately needed.  The question is where should it best be located so that it is 

accessible without causing interference to the environment or distress to the public.   

We consider that two of the other sites proposed by the Rugby Club (i) near 

Rackham’s Corner or (ii) Taylor’s Farm on A12 would meet these criteria.  Referring 

to the drawing, the yellow area marked 190 has been selected by the Council.  By locating it immediately 

adjacent to Gunton Wood (shown in green)  there is bound to be a negative impact.  They have, at least, rejected 

the grey area 190, the Pleasurewood Hills meadow, because of its wildflowers and accessibility problems but, 

consequently, the Rugby Club would have a restricted space available to them in which to locate their facilities. 

 There is also the question of access.  For the Church Field, this is planned to be off Leisure Way near the 

entrance to Pleasurewood Hills but we can imagine that there will also be a pedestrian access at the bottom of 

Gunton Church Lane which may well result in significant street parking and problems at the A12 junction.    

 We should add that earlier this year, Gunton St Peters P.C.C. rejected an approach by the Rugby Club to 

sell the field to them.  We thought that this was an end to the matter, not realising that the Council would step in 

with a threat of compulsory purchase by selecting it as a “preferred site” without considering any representations 

from those directly affected.  So much for the promises of full public consultation.  

 We know that keeping the Church Field for arable use cannot be a permanent solution.  For some years 

we have been considering other options that would meet the Church’s objectives whilst retaining its important 

ecological “open break” function.  We will now redouble our efforts in this direction.  

 We hope that many members of GWCP will comment on this proposal as will many other members of 

the public who may be affected.  We are planning to distribute a flyer in conjunction with Gunton St Peters 

Church and Gunton Park Residents Association to those residents most affected. Please address your comments 

to FREEPOST RLYC-ZAYX-LXEL WDC, Lowestoft NR32 1HS, or email planningpolicy@waveney.gov.uk. 

 

Malcolm Smith 
 On another sombre note, we are very sorry to report the death of Malcolm Smith following a brief 

illness.  Malcolm was one of our founder members who, for many years, helped the Group by providing all 

manner of items that he lovingly produced in his workshop.  These included bird boxes, bird tables, beautifully 

turned candle sticks, puzzles, garden games and much more.  He will be remembered and missed by many of us 

and we extend our sympathy to his wife Lorna in her loss.  
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The Woodland Scene 
 Autumn seemed to be shorter than ever this 

year.  Just a few days of glorious sunshine to bring out 

the yellows and golds but then the cold winds set in 

and a good dusting of November snow brought the 

promise of a white Christmas(?)  Haymaking on the 

meadow seems lost in the distant past and then it was 

chip spreading to combat the rain-sodden paths, helped 

this year by a rebuilt Green Goddess drawn by Colin 

Fitt’s tractor mower, equivalent to 20 wheelbarrow 

loads and a real asset.  Meanwhile the construction 

crew re-did the nursery (again), repaired fences and 

managed to rebuild the triple sleeper bridge at the 

entrance to the new Nature Reserve, a difficult job.   

  

Saturday morning work parties were kept busy felling dead elms which 

had become dangerous.  We hate doing this but have been advised by 

the Council arboricultural officer that there is no alternative.  Gaps will 

be filled with new planting ASAP.  We have been delighted to see 

several new faces at our Thursday work parties   There is much to do as 

we take on more projects in the Nature Reserve and Foxburrow Wood 

and we need a lot more Saturday help in particular.  

 Suffolk Wildlife Trust are progressing with the development of 

the Nature Reserve; the small pond has been cleared, hibernaculums  

(i.e. habitats for great crested newts) have been built and paths cleared, 

                with help from us. It looks messy at present but we are confident that its 

appearance will settle down rapidly.  We are liaising with SWT on a priority list of outstanding work and SWT 

are busy preparing their Management Plan for the Reserve. 
 

Outings 
 Wells and Walsingham    Thursday 4th September 2008 
Just for once, Lady Luck or whoever looks after the weather, let us down.  It was overcast when our coach left 

Gunton on its way to Wells-next-the-Sea but at least the rain held off while we explored the fascinating 

backstreets and harbourside shops of this pretty village.  Then it was lunchtime and the restaurant of the Ark 

Royal pub proved to be just large enough to squeeze us all in.  Soon, we were tucking into huge portions of steak 

and kidney pie, chicken and haddock, piping hot and full of flavour, topped off by apple pie, cheesecake or ice 

cream, a great effort.  To the station, where we boarded the heavily loaded 10¼ inch gauge steam train. My, it 

was cosy in those tiny carriages and lots of new friendships were made …. By now the rain was heavier and the 

skidding driving wheels of the engine had to be helped up the steep inclines by grabbing sand from rabbit holes 

in the embankments.  Eventually we reached Walsingham where we gazed at the iconic splendour of the Shrine 

of our Lady before taking the coach to the Slipper Chapel and then home.  It was a wonderful day of great 

variety and our thanks go to Ray and Molly for their brilliant organisation.  
 

 Snape Christmas Spectacular   Thursday 18th December 2008   (fully booked) 
Snape has some new shops this year, there are several places to eat and the show should be great. The coach 

leaves Gunton Church Lane at 1 pm, for the 4 pm matinee performance, returning at about 7.30 pm.  Can’t wait! 
 

 Anglesey Abbey    Wednesday 11th February 2009 
Here’s a special trip to lighten those Winter blues.  The gardens of Anglesey Abbey are renowned for their 

snowdrops and other displays.  This trip will cost £10 pp for the coach.  Each person will then pay his own costs 

for admission £4.75 [free for National Trust members] plus refreshments.  Call Ray on 516913 to book. 
 

 Cornwall in Spring    Sunday 26th April to Thursday 30th April 2009 
This ambitious 5-day / 4-night trip should have something for everyone.  On the first night we stay at the 

Cotswold Water Park Four Pillars Hotel (for dinner, bed and breakfast).  Monday morning we visit the fabulous 

Westonbirt Arboretum (cameras at the ready), transferring to our main hotel, the Restormel Lodge, Lostwithiel, 

in the afternoon.  This 3 star hotel with its en-suite rooms, full facilities and heated swimming pool, is in the 

centre of Lostwithiel, “The Antiques Centre of Cornwall”, famous for its riverside parks.  On Tuesday we take in 

the Eden Project, and on Wednesday The Lost Gardens of Heligan (or vice versa).  For those who have already 

seen Eden an alternative visit to Lanhydrock Gardens (National Trust) may be available. It’s home on Thursday 

with refreshments and comfort stops en route.  The total cost of £319 pp (single room supplement £60) includes 

coach travel, 4 nights hotel half board, admission to Westonbirt, Eden and Heligan, and holiday insurance.  

A deposit of £40 pp secures your place.  Full payment will be needed by 1
st
 February.  Call David on 515944 or 

Ray on 516913.  There are still a few places left  but  don’t delay and be disappointed            

 
 

Autumn gold in Gunton 

Small pond in the Nature Reserve 



 

Diary Dates for Work Party Members 
 

1. Christmas Gathering  Friday 19th December 2008     It’s not going to be possible to have the 

traditional Christmas Party this year as both Barry and David are on their travels,  Instead, we are planning a 

lunchtime get together in Gunton Wood, which will be fun, if the weather is kind!   Invitations will be sent 

out soon, so please try to keep the date clear. 
2. Tree Planting  Thursday 22nd January 2009     Suffolk Wildlife Trust want to plant up to 2000 

hedging whips on the Western and Northern edges of the Nature Reserve near the Tesco Filling Station.  We 

would like to help and will organise our work parties, and coffee breaks, for that day accordingly.   
      More details nearer the time. 
 

Calendars 
This year’s calendar has been another sell-out success.  Almost the entire print 

run of 250 has been sold, but if you did miss out call Rosemary on 515944 in 

case she can help.  Val and Barry have found another 6 pubs well worth 

visiting and, in addition, members have supplied 18 of their favourite recipes 

for you to try.  The calendar has been designed so that the recipe section can be 

removed and kept at the end of the year.  At just £4 per copy it is great value 

and we would like to thank everyone who contributed a photograph, painting 

or recipe or helped with the printing or distribution. Any ideas for 2010 ……?  

 
 

Cuttings  

¶ Travelodge Hotel    After insisting on additional “newt fencing”, judicious land clearing and another 

trapping exercise, Natural England issued a permit to the Contractors in September, and construction work is 

now proceeding rapidly. Almost 100 newts (the majority great crested) were successfully caught and released to 

a safe area demonstrating again that Gunton has one of the best newt populations in the country.  

¶ Damage to Main Gates    It was 17
th
 August when a boy racer slammed into the closed gates in 

Gunton Church Lane splintering wood and forcing one from its hinges.  The police are now close to bringing a 

case against the driver and we are hoping that a decision will be reached soon.  Quite apart from the cost of 

repair we are most concerned that he does not repeat his actions perhaps causing injuries next time. 

¶ Rats    The explosion in the rat population is country-wide and we are not immune.  For sure, the use  

of bird feeders aggravates the problem but we are reluctant to deprive the birds of much needed sustenance.  We 

have tried trapping with little success so now propose two new approaches, (i) hanging plastic skirts around the 

feeder platforms and (ii) adding chilli, curry, red pepper, cayenne etc to the seed. This recipe is supposed to deter 

squirrels so it may work.  According to RSPB, the birds don’t mind.  Any comments will be welcome …… 

¶ Sea Front Air Show    On Ist October, Barbara, Rosemary, Carol 

and David (from the left) represented GWCP at a celebration evening at the 

Victotria Hotel when they were given a cheque for £600 in recognition of our 

assistance in collecting money from the public at this year’s Sea Front flying 

display.  Picture shows David receiving the cheque from Brian Hunter (pink 

tabard) and Barry Hartley of the Air Show Committee.  All volunteer groups 

who participated received similar donations as part of the Committee’s 

programme to assist the local community. We would like to express our 

thanks to the Air Show Committee for this generous help.  

¶ Autumn Migration    The strong North Easterlies brought the usual flush of our feathered friends,  

some from as far as Scandinavia and the Urals.  Local birders reported numbers of pied and spotted flycatchers, 

wheatears, whinchats and common redstarts, also a yellow-browed and Pallas’s warbler.  In Gunton Wood we 

saw many goldcrests and a firecrest while a woodcock, ring ouzel, short eared owl and even a bittern were also 

spotted in the area.  It has been one of the best years ever for the “passerine fall”, as it is known. 

¶ ñEbbyò Colman    Those of you with long memories may remember a collie cross and two black 

labs who came to every work party, Thomas (Briggs) Bolten (Murray) and Ebby (Colman).  Sadly the last of the 

trio, Ebby, has now died and we sympathise with Barbara in her loss. They all lived their lives to the full and 

loved the wood as much as their owners do.   
 

Nature Notes    The miracle of migration 
In Britain, Summer visitors such as swallows and swifts arrive from Africa and return in the Autumn.  Willow 

warblers might fly 5000 miles non-stop. Meanwhile Winter visitors come in from Northern Europe before flying 

South to the warmth. How do they not get lost?  Many navigate by using the sun because their internal clocks 

can calculate how long the sun takes to cross the sky at different lattitudes and different times of the year.  Night 

flying migrants use the stars.  Also, in their heads, are tiny grams of magnetite which detect the Earth’s magnetic 

field, in effect a built-in compass.  In addition, their cognitive ability to recognise habitats and form mental maps 

enable them to return to the identical spot year after year.  It is, indeed, a miracle. 

The Gunton Woodland Committee 

 



 

 

 

     GWCP ORDER LIST for 2008                                          
 

Christmas is almost upon us so why not order some little stocking fillers from our Gunton Woodland 

merchandise list below. All profits to Gunton Woodland Community Project . 

 

GWCP CALENDAR 2009 £4.00 each 

      “Pubs Pies and Puddings” (18 delicious recipes to make     

      month by month and 6 tried and tested Local Pubs to visit) 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS   £2.40 per pk of 8 (4 designs 2 of each) 

 

NOTELETS   £2.40 per pk of 8 (4 designs 2 of each) 

a) GWCP visit to Keukenhof Holland 

b) 4 Seasons in Gunton Wood 

 

T/SHIRTS       Woodland Green             £6.50   

        Light Grey “Jubilee”        £ 7.50   

        I ♥ GUNTON WOOD on white /adult  (med 106cm /lg 112cm) £5.50 

                child   (78cm)  £4.50  

 

SWEAT SHIRTS  Green     £15.50 

        Grey       £16.50   

        Grey  Hooded  £21.00 

 

POLO SHIRTS     Green Short sleeve £  9.00 

                  Long sleeve  £14.50 

           Grey  Short sleeve   £10.00 

       Long sleeve  £15.50         

 

( All shirts sizes XXL or larger add £1.00 to the above prices)   

 

BASE BALL CAPS Green   £  6.00       

 

Please fill in the form below with your order and return it as soon as possible to: 
 

        Rosemary Briggs 

        65 Stubbs wood 

        Gunton Park 

        Lowestoft 

           NR32 4TA  

 or phone  Rosemary on 01502 515944 

"  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Name 

Address 

 

 

Phone number 

 

ORDER: 

 
 

                                                                                                                                           


